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THE WITNESS 


i ‘TESTIFYING THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD. 
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| a FOR THE WITNESS. 
THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST......No. I. 

a we HAT think ye of Christ,” is a question, a proper 
My yv answer to which, is of great importance. A 
| mistake about his character, by believing him God if he ts 
not, or esteeming him less if he is, cannot be a trifling differ- 


© ence, or a war about words in matters of religion. It is 
= common for persons to speak of essentials and non-essentials in 
© the Christian system, and to believe that essential, and account 
this non-essential,as custom, fancy, party, or modern-charity may 
direct. The writer thinks, that all things revealed in the ora- 
E) cles of God are essential, and that all the inventions of men in 
©) religion are not only non-essential, but are highly injurious. It 
|» is matter of serious lamentation, to hear any professed disciple 
=) of Christ speak of the least of his commandments as of trif- 
= ling importance.—To prevent mistakes, he would however 
= notice, that all the parts of divine truth are not, in his opin- 
® ion, equally essential. His meaning, he presurres, may be 
ilustrated by a figure. The human body consists of many 
uymnembers, and the least of these are very useful and neces- 
All these members, though useful, are not equally 
ential to its existence and comfort. A man may lose a 
iger, an arm, or other limb, and yet live; but the loss of » 
shead, or his heart, instantly terminates his existence. 
} like manner, all the parts of divine revelation are impor- 
nt ; but, like the members of the human body, ate not all 
“thera inportance, or essentially necessary to its existen 
Mth equal propriety — we speak of any of the limb: 



















“- 
s 


et bee | = me 
dilettante ee 
« 


v eo “ 
oe eee 
Mong ae dg 


2 The Divinity of Christ, 


of the human body as nogtaiatiols as of any of the com- 
a of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is believed, and 
it is hoped, that it will in the sequel be proved, that right 
views of the character of seus ‘Chin, are as pdirweche to 
constitute a Christian, as the head or the heart is to the ex- 
istence of aman. This seems obvious from the following 
considerations. 


1. To believe Jesus Christ to be God,’ if he is not, is j 
to deify a creature; and to consider him on/y a creature 
whilst he is a divine person, is to undeify God. It is of no | 


consequence what kind of-creature we esteem him: it does 


not t the argument, whether he is reckoned a rational, | 
angelic, or -angelic creature. However high his rank | 


in the scale of created may be placed, being a crea- 
ture, he cannot be God. It is not.my object at. present to 
shew on which side the truth lies, the simple point I wish to 
exhibit, is, that he who embraces the error, rejects the truth 
on which the Christian religion depends for its very existence. 
To believe a creature to be God, and esteem him 50, is to 
make a God of a creature, and become an idolater. “ Thou 


shalt have no other gods beforeme. ‘Their sorrows shall be 9 


multiplied, that hasten after another god. An idolater I 


shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Exod. xx. 3. Psal. § 


xvi. 4. « Cor. vi. g, 10.—On the contrary, to esteem Jesus 
Christ only a creature while he is the true God, is to be 
without the true God in the world. Jesus Christ saith, «« No 
man hath seenvGod at any time; the only otten Son, 
whichiis in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 








John i. 18. In the beginning was the Word, and the § 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the§ 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld § 


hi: glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
fullef grace and truth.” Johni. 1, 14.  “ He that hath 
seen me, hath seen the Father.” John xiv. 9. ‘ And we 
know that the Son of God is cor- and hath given us ap 
anderstanding, that we may kno.. aim that is true; and 


we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Chris: § 


This is the true God and eternal life.” 1 John v. 20. 
‘So get rid of the contequences resulting from the abov 
aveument, ‘it is often heard said, “Jt is not of much impor 

what we believe, if we are but sincere in our hele? 


‘ i revity in believing be the test of true religion, a a 
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The Divinity of Christy g 


igaii is as and .equally safe with the man whe 
on the | Jesus Christ. In this case, Jeho- 

| val, Jove,’ or Lord, Michael the arch-angel, or Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils, may be our God and Saviour, with 


" equal propriety and safety, ded we are only sincere in 


our attachment to them. if God may be believed, a 
man may as sincerely believe a lie and be damned, as sin- 
cerely believe the truth and be-saved. ‘“ Because they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they-might be saved. 
Even for this cause God shall send them strong delusions, 
that they should believe a-lie; that they all might be damn- 
ed who believe not the truth, but had pleasure in- unright- 
eousness.”” 2 s. it. to—2#2. Albmen by nature are 
sincerely at enmity with the: true God;-many of them are 


a sincerely going about to establish a righteousness of their own, 


| not submitting themselves to the righteousmess of God. 
And all unbelievers of the truth are sincerely believing some 
of the many lies, invented by Satan to conceal his first one, 
“Ye shall not surely die.”"—If sincerity in believing, witly- 
out regard to the thing believed, be all that is necessary 
| m religion, every man is permitted to choose-his own. God 
and Saviour, and, having fixed on some one of the many 
gods of the nations, sincerely to believe-in it. p Whiether 
this be an increase of light in this enlightened age, or @r0ss 
darkness covering the people, surely demands exami aS 
If such views of Jesus Christ and true religion be corkest. 
we have been in the retrograde course since the 
the dark ages, and instead of approaching nearer 
sthrough the delusive light of an ignis fatuus, we have 
led into darkness, Yea, if such be the true principles © 
Teligion, Paganism is the standard religion. of the world, 
and every deviation from it is innovation. ; da. 
| 2 To believe Jesus Christ God, or only a 


sa @ changegthe meaning, and affects the importance, of ever) 


part ivine revelation. Jesus says, earch the serip 
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal fe, and they ar« 
they which testify of me.” A 

rophets witness.’? 








4 | "The Divinity of Christ 


and costly sacrifices, and the predictions of the prophets, all 
teferred to him, and are now tulfilled in him He was the 
end of the law for righteousness, to every one who believ- 
eth ; and he fulfilled all that was written of him in the law, 
m the prephets, and in the Psalms. If Jesus Christ is 
God, all these are significant, important, and glorious: 
but if he is not, their importance is diminished, and their 
glory tarnished. Instead of these exhibiting the incarna- 


tion, sufferings, and death of Immanuel, God witb us, they 


only represented the birth, pains, and death of a creature. 
Whoever this person was, God or man, Abraham rejoiced 
to see his day afar off, and was glad. Unto the hope of 
him also, the twelve tribes of israel, instantly serving God 
day and night, hoped to come. Whatever his character 
was, Jews and Gentiles had their expectations raised con- 


cerning him, Whether a created being, or the Creator 


himself, he was to be God’s salvation to the ends of the 
earth: all nations were to be blessed in him, and all nations 
were to call him blessed. If he was only a creature, 
Abraham rejoiced to see the day of this creature afar off, 
and was glad. ‘The twelve tribes of Israel hoped only for 
the coming of a creature. The Jews and Gentiles ex- 
pected merely the coming of a creature. A creature was 
God’s salvation to the ends of the earth. All nations were 
#0 be blessed in a creature, and all nations call this crea- 
ture blessed. If these things are so, instead of men in all 
ages, under-rating the character ef Christ, they have in a 
very sinful and extravagant degree over-rated it, and have 
transferred the glory due on/y to God, to Jesus who is 


enly a part of the works of his hands. If Jesus Christ is ‘e 


but a creature, it does not indeed give us a new Bible, but 


it changes the old one jnto a different meaning. Such is || 


the change, believing Jesus Christ to be a creature, is cal- 
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culated to produce; and whether we shall believe the or- . 


4 


acles of God in the old sense, or adopt this new OMe, can- 
not be of small importance. 
3 . As Jesus Christ is God or a ¢reature, it greatly 


- diminishes, or increases the evidence of God’s love to the 


world. Whatever he is, God or only a created being, he 
is the measure or proof of the greatness of God’s love to 
men. When God declares the love he had to the world, 


he does not say, ‘God so leved the world, that he sent 
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Nature of Christian Assur ante. 


~® the angel Gabriel from before the throne; nor that he 
made a super-angelic creature, that whosoever believeth 
~ in him might not perish. but have everlasting life.’ This 
' indeed would have be<n great love. But it is said, God so 
- loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son. “In 
' } this was manifested the love of God towards us, because 
that God ser: his only begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live sea, * him.” It is added by the same in- 
— spired penman, “ Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
. cause he laid down his life for us.” To this agrees the 
iy saying of the Lord by the prophet: * Behold a virgin 
Fi shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
'* shall call his name Immanuel, which being interpreted, is 
© God with xs?’ And in this way did an inspired apostle 
' > understand it: ‘ And without controversy; great is’ thee 
| mystery of godliness, God was manifest in the flesh.” 

_ _ It would be presumption in us-to dictate to God how he 
» should love us, and ingratitude to-complain of its degree; 
| but if such be the manner, and such-the. degree of his love 
+) to men, that he was manifested in flesh to take away. the 
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_ | sin of the world, it becomes us with: gratitude to proclaim 
| | the astonishing fact. ‘ Behold what manner of love the 
|» Father hath bestowed on us, that-we. should be ealled the 
'§ sons of God.” 1& John ii, 1. To feel its influence, and be 
"constrained by. it, are the privileges ofall the children of 
-) God; but who can describe the height, and depth, and 
) breadth, and length of that love. With an apostle we must 
say, “It passeth knowledge ;” and being unable to say. 
| §more, admire what we can neither express nor conceive. 

e* (To be continued. 
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a FOR THE WITNESS. 


P| NATURE OF CHRISTIAN ASSURANCE. 


| Mvecu is said by professors of religion concerning as- 

urance. Many wish to enjoy the blessing, and: seem de- 

irous to be able to.say with Paul, that nothing shall sepa. 

ate them fom the love of God which is in Christ Jesus the 
ord. An examination of its.nature from the se 3” 

ympared with the — of Christians, may be useful. 
a 
















| \ mistake of believérs in, sheit fem hncwl- 
‘hmist, to be unduly solicitous for an extraordinary 
or titiracu er vi their i ah in him. tke tn _ 

em passages. of scripture like the fo! 
lowing to fompinte their minds with power—*‘ Thy sins be 
forgiven theatee* It isthe Father’s good pleasure to give 










you sake xy &e. But such persons would do well | 


to consider, it is not the nature of the passage applied 
to any one that determines his state or character, but the 


effect whichyamy truth believed has upon the disposition of | 


the heart. dfit has a rugs to humble the soul, to raise 
ind .adori: God, to produce dependence 
on the Saviour influence of the Holy Ghost ; so 
far as any ong 1a poe eamage these effects, just so far he 
«may. have a} confidence of a gracious work of 
God on his: 2 9 Qn the contrary, many passage: 


like the above come into the mind, and prodace much joy 
and confidences yetif humility, and dependence on Christ, 


do not follows ewery such professor of religion will endure 

but for a season, 

. Assurangeiagn: | variable effect of faith on ihe Son of 

God. ne belie e an advocate with the 
it woeld be impossible them to maintain any 


: the sate of their nature, and is r 
ar fom the E path oe er a With self-abase- 

, ré ged ery yg « nse thou us from 

secret faulisy. p us bac presumptuous sins. 
Under — they abhor themselves, repenting in-dust 
‘and ashes, and groan, being burdened with the body of this 
death. Dit notwithstanding their depravity, and the nume- 
yous accusations of Sata » wheathey are enabled to look 
unto Jesus by faith, all ir despondings immediately de. 
part, angthey rejoice with j joy unspeakable and full of Bory, 

















realizing that d yh tr * He that believeth hath the wi: | 
Ness 77 | eG -sufficient atonement Jesus, and 
his =o Die pl »$ and promise, are the broad. basis of 
their joyq. While thus, coming unto, him, their peace i 
abundaltas the waters of a VE. Ape tighteousnes: 
they knogege, 200 af if ag en they discover 
such 2 ghony ip. divin hings, that 
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ot save wort alee wehavedone; . | 
weno +0. God's, rey. But when he determineste ~= =~ 
bestow ert on his ehi he makes ‘hs 
ence on. him in, such a manner, that 
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ebtain it? Paul tells us, 





Abel brought his, sacrifice 
dencing that he ng => 
memes "vey aa God, as 

y sacr was 3 while 
who disregarded a tis of beasts, 1 
when he came with the fruits of the ground. 


his translation, had this testimony, that 
He was such an eminent example of i 

said of him, that he ‘ walked with God.’ This is Fasurtnce 
Abraham was so distinguishingly faithful and obedi 
he is called ‘ the friend of God.’ And God 
assure him of his favour; for he says to | 
shield, and thy. exceeding great reward.’ 
"2 mas afer God's Lat yam A 
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ments.’ /ind when he was disobedient, how bitter were his 
sufferings undér g sense of the guilt of sin! He says, ‘ When 
I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all 
the day long; forday and night thy was heavy upon 






me.’ But he-was made willing to break this silence 
by a penitent confession, the Lord forgave 


the iniquity Of bis sin; and for the encourages of other 
penitents to\pray, he records it, that for this forgiveness, 
every one that is godly shall pray unto him ina time when 
he may be found. n Péter made that noble confession 
of his faith, *Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,’ our Lord replied, ‘ Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona ; 
for flesh andplood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father who is im heaven.” Here Peter undoubtedly felt the 
joy of faith. Biwe after this he denied his Master with oaths 
and curses. No one car reasonably suppose that Peter had 
assurance at this time, Nor cam any one rationally believe, 
that a backslider, however his former attainments, 
can enjoy divine comforts while wandering from God. 

These testimonies from seripture agree with the experience 
of believers in the presentday. Let them examine, and they 
will always find, that when Ged blesses them with the light of 
his countenance, their souls are lifted up in his ways; and they 
say, ‘Quicken us, O Lord, and we will call upon thy name.’ 
They run in his commandments when he enlarges their 
hearts, and thus glorify their Father who is in heaven. 

May the friends of Jesus be disposed to seek assurance in - 
conformity to his revealed will, and learn, that in propor- 
tion to that obedience which flows from love will be their 
joy and peace. Berea. 


_——eee 


REGENERATION. 
[ Extracted from Di Stillaran’s Sermons, lately published. } 


«He whom the Lord délivers from spiritual bondage, 
immediately upon believing, is set at liberty from that load 
of guilt which lay upow his conscience ; and he passes at 
once into a state Of joy ‘This event is not pro- 
gressive, or brotg ually ;- but takes place at 
the very tirnel¥ Jesu __ For! e truth 
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FOR THE WHPHE SS. 


ON SEARCHING THE SC sa No, FE. 


Wuar the wise man said of making books, may also. 
be said of reading them; that “there isnoeénd.” Though 
it were possible te read all the books in the world, and to di- 

| but a poor substitute 

e ~The writings of 

judgment, are very advantageous ; 

but if received without discriminati SE oe secon 
ly injuri It is a strong proof of men’s depraved taste, 
and of the corruption, of at the present day, 
| to the holy scrip- 
fers. Books, for the 
@ecwunt of the char- 
acter of their aythor, or the real or supposed value of their 
subject matter. ‘T'o this, however, there seems to be one 
strange ion. The Bible, th it has God for its 
author; salvation for its end; truth, without any mixture 
of error, for its matter ; and is all 1 to be the most im- 
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then, to believe the thing we do not know ?—The scriptures 
are admitted as the grand test of truth by all parties in re- 
ligion. If'so, to * om we ought continually to appeal. 
But how often do we hear the sayings of the pious Mr. 
or that of the Rev. Dr. quoted with complacency, 
while the oracles of God are entirely overlooked. These 
things assuredly ought not so to be. In matters of religion, 
we ought to call no man father upon the earth, but to 
search the scriptures daily to know what the Lord would 
have ustodo. If the oracles of God demand any atten- 
tion from us, they claimr’ our whole attention. To them 
we ought to give heed as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place; for they are able to make the man of God per- 
fect, throughly:furnished unto all good works. The first 
enquiry ought to be, what is truth? This leads to a second, 
where is it to be found? Both questions are answered by 
our Lord; “ Thy word is truth.” 

In endeavouring to impress the mind of the reader with 
the importance of searching the scriptures, let us consider, 
First..Some of the causes why the scriptures are so much 








grand cause of this neglect, and that from which all 
others originate, is, That men’s minds by nature are in op- 
position to the author of the Bible. What is written in the 






scriptures are the words of the living God, and are emphat- 
ically called “the truth.” Darkness is not more opposed 
to light than the mind of man is to God. “The carnal 


ind is enmity against God, and is not subject to the law 
of Gd, uekther indeed can be.” This- foe the state of 
the mind, what God has written in the scriptures galls the 
pridé, shocks the prejudices, and opposes the practices of 
every child of A - In the article of: acceptance with 
God, the haughtiness.of man. is humbled, the loftiness of 
man is brought down, and contempt poured on every boast- 
ed distinction among men. The poor and the rich, the 
wise and the foolish, the weak and the strong, the sober and 
the vicious, are reduced to one common level; * Let him 
giorieth glory in the Lord.” If any man will be wise 
in this world, let him become a fool that he may be wise. 
Every attempt at being more acceptable to God, and bet- 
titled to cternal life thau the worst of our race, is the 
le of a proud mind to better its condition, and an ef- 
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not submitti 

1¢ work in whic 

ity with God is engaged. To 

is pride, put an end to such works, and direct to 

Seeen Ws tad of tne lem or iheraeasenas eserpine wc 
believeth, is the principal design of the Bible. 


Nor is this book more congenial, to our i than 


= to our pride. Instead of flattering, it shocks 
| tear, and aims at nothing less than veces Je thought 
of our minds into subjection to Christ. religion it re- 


veals is at variance with every natural and pi notion 
about religion i in the.carnal mind, and never does it fal! in 
with a single prejudice, whether of birth, education, or 
country. ‘The various religions men have embraced, it pro- 
nounces lies, deceit, and vanity, without reservation or ex- 
ception; and declares that ail who have embraced them 
are perishing in their own deceivings. 2 Thess. ii. to, &c. 
So far from forming any alliance with them, or admitting 
any of their pac, claims, it declares they -shall all ww 
utterly abolished, and itself established on their ruins. In 
religion, and in every thing else, it has a host of prejudices to 
meet and overcome. ‘This.it does, not by fraud and flattery, 
but by persuasion, conviction, and enlightening of the mind 
in the knowledge of God; casting Meat againet fot eh and 
every high thing which exaltethi knowledge 
of Christ. Nor has it any favour pa py tl of the sin- 
‘ful practices of men. It is a book dictated he, Cod, who 
is spotless in holiness, delivered to-us- 1 oe men, and ap- 
propriately called “ The holy Seri Not a sentence 
is there in it-which allows thei in of one sin. From 
beginning to-end it proclaims eternal war with it, and 
breathes destruction to its very existence. Its tremendous 
denunciations againstevery worker of imiguity are enough to 
appal the stoutest heart, and to ‘most insensibly 
secure conscience: “ Cursed is every one. at continueth 
not in all things which are written in snk of the law 
to do them.” Gal. iii. 10. “He on the Son 
hath everlasting life, and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of Gor panne on him.” 
John iii. 36. : 
Reader, these are a specimen: of the sayings ofthat book, 
















you may never have given a serious perusal ; a book which, 
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before ail others, demands your sera 
took of thig should be 
As soon migiit we é@xpect-d liar to t 


léctures on the of speaking the agen echo a ee 













‘in reading the bows of the’ “State which condemn his thiev- 


ery. One of ne ore bare ve 
tionally suppose this; men age? either be reconciled to 
God, or his truth éorrupted t “theit depraved 
mitids. Without the former, the B if tead, will only be 
read to find contradictions ahd absurdities it. And _ is 
because the latter is thie case, that so on ae, Bo 

feligion of Jests seém to be pleased with If the Bible 
sanctioned the indwlgencé of ae atid afforded the amusé- 
ment of a romance Or 4 ti6vel, it would be read, admired, 
and quoted. But it is here the sinner finds his deeds mi- 
nutely exposed. And it is here all the pleasures of sin fox 
a season, so much admired by the world, stand condemned. 
This being the case, men shut their eyes 4 t the light, 
and will not come to it, lest their deeds should be reproved. 
The fault is not in the Bible, but im the blindness of the 
heart of man; and he that shews his dislike of that book, 
thanifésts that he #8 at Variance with God who made it, and 
whose character is revealed init. Reader, how stands your 
mind affected as t6 this Book? Is the God it reveals loved 
by you, and is Wis Salvation the joy and rejoicing of your 

















heart? Are Bis w@rds more preciotis to you than gold, yea, 
than much Sweeter than-honey or the honeycomb ? 
Is this boot taken ‘by you as a light to your feet, and a 
lamp to your path, aiid do you desire the | active railk of 
this word ‘you may grow ? Or are you one of 


ws unto God, Depart from us, for we desire 
> itowledge of thy ways; and to whom the words of 

the Lord @ve a thing of nought? Remember, what God 
has write ate words of truth, and are the words that shall 
cul ‘Ge he last day; our unbelief will never make the 
of Gor without effect. God will be true, though 
| To hate Ry aad neglect his 
die? For God 
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PARABLE OF THE TARES AND WHEAT, 
Po: recorded Matt. xiii. 24. 


‘Ir may seem strange that there should be such different 
opinions entertained eaperne the meaning of this para- 
ble, when our Lord has himself given us the interpretation 
of it, ver. 37. The following observation on it will, I hope, 
sufficiently shew, that in whatever light it be viewed, It is 
at least completely mi ied, wherever it is quoted to sup- 
port the propriety of ho ee with those who 
give decided evidence that they are strangers to the power 
of godliness. | 

1. It will be universally allowed as a just principle in 
interpreting scripture, that figurative passages must be ex- 
plained in consistency with those that are simple, and the 
meaning of which admits of no dispute. 

z. Two views of the import of this parable have been 
suggested, either of which when taken as a whole, is con- 
sistent at least with other passages of sacred writ. The first 
supposes the fieldto be the church, while in the present world. 
If this scheme of interpretation be adopted, the tares must 
mean hypocrites, not the openly wicked; the wheat real 
Christians, as distinguished trom hypocrites ; and the object 
of the parable must be to shew, that though we are not to 
separate from our communion, those we may merely suspect 


= of hypocrisy, yet we may rest assured, a final separation will 


take place between the hypocritical professor and the genu- 
ine disciple of the Lord Jesus. ‘The other view of the par- 
able is this. The field denotes not the church, but the 
world. By this expression.ishere plainly meant not the men 
of the world, as distinguished from Christians, but the habit- 
able globe on which we dwell. Setting out on this principle 


| then, the tares must mean not merely hypocrites, but the 
me openly wicked ; and the design of the parable must be to 


shew that Christians must on no pretence persecute those 
who are living in sin around them. That i i 
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i4 Parable of the Tares and W heat. 


eral tenor of sacred writ. But this can only be said where 
they are kept separate, and when each scheme of interpreta- 
tion is taken as a whole, and is respectively connected with its 
own proper appendages. If you take some of these belonging 
to the one, and associate them with those of the other, the 
unity of the parable is destroyed ; nay, you introduce a view 
of it quite inconsistent with other plain passages of the word 
of God, and which of course must be a false one. But it 
is only by such a mode of explaining it, that it can be at all 
construed as sanctioning our joining in communion with 
open transgressors. ‘I’o do this we must make the world 
the church, and the tares not hypocrites, but men known 
to be living in sin. But as this is in express opposition to 
the directions of the apostles to the church at Corinth, if the 
consistency of scripture be maintaiced, it is an interpreta- 
tion which must at once be relinquished. 

4- Though I conceive the above observations sufficient 
to shew that it is a complete misapplication of the para- 
ble when it is quoted in vindication of such impurity of 
communion ; it may be proper to add a few reasons, 
from which the latter of the above-mentioned interpretations 
of it seems obviously to be the true one. Here it must nat- 
urally occur, that this is the only interpretation of the par- 
able which accords with that key to its meaning with which 
the Lord Jesus himself has been pleased to furnish us. We 
also find that when using that key, every part of the passage 


_ has an obvious, important, and appropriate meaning. 


Let us try it. The field is the world. Init was originally 
sown the good seed. ‘Lhe devil, however, the enemy of 
God and man, introduced sin into it, here denoted by sow- 
ing tares. Hence these appear among the wheat. In the 
field, how are the tares distinguished from the good seed ? 
Not in the first period of their growth, but after the fruit ap- 

The wicked cannot be distinguished from the right- 
eous in infancy and childhood. It is not till the disposi- 
tions be gradually developed, till the character be somewhat 
formed, till they thus bring forth their peculiar fruit, that 
they are known. This is the uniform language of scripture. 


By their works men’s characters are to be ascertained. We © 
may here remark by the way, that after the fruit appeared, _ 
the servants are represented as being easily able to distinguish 
between the good grain and the noxious weed. Now this — 











thou not sow good seed in thy field? 


expression in this connexion particularly, which certainly 


| denotes a life of oper. wickedness. The servants of the 


householder are represented as saying to him, “ Sir,’ didi 


| hath ic tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done 


ish 
his 


| this.’ I am well aware that in interpreting the parables of 
in 


our Lord, we are not to look for a particular allusion i 

every minute circumstance that is mentioned in them, It 
will, however, be allowed strongly to confirm the justness of 
any interpretation, when we find that even those facts of a 
parable that may be considered as more than incidental, 


2 while from the place they hold, they plainly refer to some of 
» the leading doctrines recorded in scripture, contain repre- 


sentations in perfect union with these doctrines. Now this 


is the case here. An enemy hath done it. This is the ane 
© swer which scripture any where gives to this question, 


has perplexed men in every age, viz. How has sin been in- 
troduced into the world? “ Let no man say when he is 


7 tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempts 


ed with evil, neither tempteth he any man.” James i. 13. 


© The wickedness that is in the world is to be ascribed not to 


God, but to the malignant enemy of God and man. We 
may just here add, that while in this view of the parable; 
the figurative representation perfectly accords with the fact 
is mentioned in scripture ; in the other, | mean that which 


Binakes the field the church, and which is the only view of it 


that can be forced into the service of impure communion, we 

navoidably get into the inconsistency of representing the 

vants of the husbandman doing while awake, what an 
memy is said to have done while men slept. — 

‘The next incident seems to contain the special instruction 
ils parable is meant to convey. “ The sérvants said unto 
im, Wilt thou that we gather them up? .But he said, Nay; 

t while ye gather up the tires, ye root up also the wheat 

m them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and in 
etime of harvest I willsayto the reapers, Gather yetogether 
st the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but 

er the wheat into my barn.’”? ‘The proposal of the ser- 
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16 Parable of the Tares and W beat. 


wants here, very much accorded. with that of the twe-disci. 
ples mentioned, eee The inhabitants of a village 
of the Samaritans had r our Lord permission to pass 
through that on his way. Filled with indignation 
this,.James.and John said unto him, “Lord, wilt thou 
t we command fire to come down from heavens and 
censime@ them 2?” Notwithstanding, however, the severe re- 
buke they received from our Lord on that occasion, has not 
the same spirit aiscovered itself among professing Christians 
in every subsequent age? How extensive its ravages, and 
how banefal its effects have been under the Popish hierarchy, 
when its power was more extensive than, through the 
divine goodness, it is now, every one acquainted with church 
i knows. We may add, do not the penal laws againii 
fer which are found among the regulations of st 
every national church, in which any degree of corpora! pun- 
P= mags the _— civil eoee is threatened, too 
plainly indicate same spirit. The impropriety then, of 
Christians as such, pretending to punish, far more to attempt 
to extirpate wicked men, because they were the enemies ot 
God, wes a subject worthy of being particularly noticed by 
our Lord; and such seems to be the design of this part of 
the 


. A-reason is subjoined why the servants are not to attempt 
to root up the tares; lest they should also root up the wheat 
withthem. ‘The'stalks could be distinguished the one from 
the other by the fruiz: but their roots were fo interwoven, 
that the one could not be removed, without the other re- 
— material injury. What a lively representation is 


the connexion between Christians and ungodly per- - 


sons'in the social and domestic relations of life. Here we 


behold a pious child supported by aa ungodly parent. The jf 


preservation of the one is intimately con with that of 


the other. ~ There, we see an unprincipled master supremely * 
devoted to the world; but in the prosecution of his business 
he is made the ‘instrament of supporting a godly servant — 
ae perhaps a tumerous family. ‘This part of the para- 
ble accords with what is pretty clearly taught in some other 
of scripture, that the wicked are preserved, and have} | 
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roaching. day panes is hastening on, dat 
f the period fixed for a Gna separation. 

Viewing the parable in this light, I know no part of it 
which can be supposed to create any difficulty, except our 
Lord’s expression, ver. 41, where he says “the angels shall 
gather out of his kingdom all $09 offend, and them 
which do iniquity.” Here let it be recollected, the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom- 
soever he will. The reignethy let the earth be glad. 
He reigns in the kingdoms of nature and providence as well 
as grace; and this world is one department of his vast 
dominion. It is plain then, that the expression here, re- 
lates to the world in this point of view. The field, which 
is the world, is represented, ver. 24, to be the property of 
the person who sowed the good seed. The same is in like 
manner said of the kingdom. It was by stealth the enemy 
came and sowed the tares. Agreeable to this, the world is 
the property of its sovereign Creator. It is by injustice, by 
a mixture of deceit and usurpation, that the enemy of souls 
has an influence in it: but that influence shall be gradually 
destroyed ; before the time of the end, it shall be completely 
done away. The kingdems of the world shall become the 
kingdom of our God and of his Christ. But 


the world, all who have ever ees shall be ju 

It is then the final separation shall take place, Then sha 
all things that offend be A shi. oe his ki 2, who 
is sovereign proprietor of all. period of the invasion 


of rights by his enemies shall he over. Then shall thy: devil 
and his angels, with their associates in rebellion among the 
children of men, be forever cast into utter darkness, Phen 





shall there he new heavens and a new earth 

eth only righteousness. epee 

s. My last remark on this parable is, that like the other 

ar quoted to justify joining in¢ommunion with those 

who live in open sin, if it prove any thing at all, it proves 
to 





too much, It cannot be und inany 
tenance this, unless we are prepared oa < at minis 
Whe 


are not only free from blame in 
8 ie : Ba. 
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“48 What saith the Scriptures ? 


godly to sacred ordinances, but that they would be really 
in a high degree culpable if they prétended to exclude them ; 
that they would be chargeable with a direct violation of the 
law of Christ if they presumed to question the right of the 
most notorious profligate to sit down at the Lord’s table. 
The reason of this inference is plain. It is an express 
command that the tares and the wheat are to grow together 
till the harvest. If the tares then, are the openly wicked, 
and the field the church, it is criminal at present to separate 
them. Few, however, I presume, would think of occup;- 
ing this tome But surely, if such extravagant conse- 
quences fairly flow from a particular view of this parable, 
they sufficiently shew the fallacy of the interpretation from 
which they can be deduced. 


EES 


4APHORISMS 
SUGGESTED BY ROMANS lv. 3, 
What saith the Scriptures ? 


‘Ta1s appeal of the apostle Paul to the scriptures in 
of the important doctrine of justification by faith, sug- 
gests a few aphorisms and exhortations, which raay not be 


- unworthy of the attention of those who have ears to hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 


The Bible contains the whole of religion. It is given by 


inspiration of God, and is able to make the man of Goi 





rfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. Hence 
then the necessity of always appealing thus, “ What sait!i 
the seriptures?”* The scriptures, about every thing in rel'- 
gion, out one single exception, are the ground and on/) 
standard of appeal. Vries whom should the Lord’s people 





"seek instruction but from their God? To the law and to the 
_ testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is be- 


cause there is no light in them. See Isa. viii. 19, 20. And 
however plausible men may reason, or confidently affirm, 
concerning religion, if reference to the scriptures is not re- 
pa by them, then, of them it may be said, * Lo! they 

ave rejected the word of the Lord, and what wisdom is in 
them ?” See Jer. viii. 8, 9. Whatever the scriptures say 
concerning any subject, stamps divine judgment upon it. 
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And after this, he that contendeth with the Almizhty, let 
him answer it. 

The example of Jesus and his holy apostles, in very fre- 

ently appealing to the scriptures, teaches us that we 
uld go and do likewise. 

A Christian ought not to hold any thing in religion but 
what the scriptures affirm, and every thing they say should 
be esteemed by him above his necessary food, and be dear 
to him as his own soul, 

Whatever the scriptures say in the form of testimony, a 
disciple should believe without reasoning or doubting; and 
whatever they enjoin by commandment, he should obey 
without hesitating or disputing. ‘To do sos a source of 
great satisfaction to an upright mind, and the very end of 
divine revelation is to pull down and destroy all human reason- 
ing. Accordingly the scripture saith, “ The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, to 
the pulling down of strong holds, casting down reasonings, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the know. 
ledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ.” 2 Cor. x. 4, 5: 

This steady attachment to the scriptures of truth, does 
not prohibit attention to the writings of men about religion. 
No ; but it instructs us to read these with watchfulness and 
jealousy, and by constantly paainnm Se the scriptures, to 
prove what is the good, and acceptable, and will of 
God in all thin And doubtless it is no presumption for 
the least discipis in the kingdom of God, with 
strictly to adhere to that maxim, Rom. iii. 4. “ Let 
God be true, but every man a liar.” i 

It is of great importance in searching the scriptures, fo 
give earnest heed that the wom. to which we apply, or 














appeal, be in point, or i ez to that 
after which we enquire or attempt to 

tion by the apostle from Gen. xv. 6. 
referring to, and so proving the doctrine 
faith, of which the Sate tte iting. 
scripture ?’ “ Abraham believed God, and i 
to him for righteousness.” In like manner, 


_ 
go 














What saith the Scriptures? 


weals to a passage of scripture which refers to that sub- 

and pointedly provres it. James ii, 21. ‘Was not Abra- 
our father justified by works, when he offered his son 
i¢ upon the altar?’ While in religion we appeal to the 
scriptures, let us treat with serious and becoming contempt 
the silly shift by which not a few seem to find ease to their 
conselences, and a shield against conviction, in professing 
and practising the doctrines and commandments of men, 
to the setting aside of the authority of God; viz. That the 
scriplawes say nothing against such a sentiment or such a practice. 
But tf the Bible contains the whole of religion, then it con- 
demuls every doctrine which it does not reveal, and forbids 
every practice of a positive nature which it does not, either 
by preeept or example, expressly enjoin, And with what- 
ever paausibility such doctrines or practices may be urged, 
they certainly are articles which belong to the unprofitable 
list Of the doctrines and commandments of men, which turn 
away from the truth ; and he who introduces such doctrines 
or prattices into the kingdom of Christ which he hath not 
seen it the testimony of Jesus, acts unworthy of the char- 
acter of a disciple, whose business and blessedness it is to 
learn with humility at the feet of Jesus; and those who 
obey tlitse, when they see not the authority of God annexed 









to them have no more of Jehovah’s approbation in these 
ers than this, “« Who hath required this at your hand ?” 

lf we ame resolved constantly to enquire what the scriptures 
say, then let us regard as.most pernicious in the things of 
, the insinuating epithets of propricty, decency, conveniency, 

dieney, antiquity, mecessitygspustom, &c. when the record of 
does not point out prove these qualities to be ap- 
icablle to what we profess and practise. For because of 
being more regarded than the doctrine of scripture, 
churchés ence apparently chaste to Jesus Christ, are so 
changed as to constitute what the scripture denaminates, 
























the whore which sitteth upon many waters, having on her 
forehead, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MO HARLOTS AND ABOMINA- 
TIONS OF T ARTH. | : 
Let us. xy thing in our religious principles 






ang practices. iaan dame geriphares do Bok authorise | and 
whatever we see warranted by the script however fool- 
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things that are excellent, let us with faith and af- 
lnold it fast till Jesus come. : 













shenids «Ea tenn loves; he will knup toy sordoq-emg2 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 


make our abode with him.” John xiv. 23. And again, 
«© Whosoever therefore is ashamed of me and of my werds 
in this adulterous and sinful g ion, of him wall the Son 
of Man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.” Mark viii. eich. 
If it is the reader’s happiness to make: God’s testimonies 
the man of his counsel, he may perhaps obtain some in» 
struction in righteousness by po these hints in his 
heart. But, reader, if the word of the’ Lord fs to: you's 
reproach, and if you have-no delight in it, be it known am 
to you, that whether you will hear, or forbear, the scrip- 
tures say awful and interesting truths respecting pou, which 
neither your indifference nor contempt can make without 
effect, either in its truth or terrible consequences) concerm 
ing you. Whatever they say ‘concludes you under sin,” 
and another scripture saith, “ ‘The wages of sin is death.” 
Rom. vi. 23. And again it is written; *'Though haad 
join in hand, the wicked shall mot: be wopunished.”* 
xi. 21. And it is also contained in the that 
“ God will bring every work into: ju with every 
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether’ it be evil.” 
Eccles. xii. 14. Repent and believe the gospel, or you 
must inevitably pé:ish sooner or later; The jous, the 
despised scriptures, contain the words ofithat King against 
whom there is no rising up.#,Consider therefore what they 
say, ye that forget God, lest he tear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver. 





ON SY MBOLICAL LANGUAGB.....No. I. 


Tue highly figurative, and symbolical age, in which 
many parts of the scriptures are written, makes it difficult 
ui us to understand them. To those who have,a relish 
or bible information, any thing tending to throw light on 
this subject will be acceptable. * 
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22 Symbolical Langage. 





age? 


It»may be profitaule, before entering on any explanation 
of the symbolical language used in the bible, to consider 
the original languaye of mankind ere it was formed into a 

and the various kinds of writing used by the an- 
cients. ! 

As the books containing the will of God, were written 
in the language of the first ages of the world, or that which 
comes nearest to it of any we are acquainted with, to in- 
TR as we would modern compositions, would be 
to the word of God ignorantly, if not deceitfully. 
To ascertain precisely the mind of God, and to perceive 
the beauties contained in the inspired volume, it is necessary 
toattend to the nature and character of the language, 
spoken by “those who received these lively oracles to give 
unto us. 

The ideas which first enter the human mind, come 

h the medium of the bodily senses. ‘This being the 
case, it is rational to conclude, that if speech was not an im- 
mediate. gift of God, names expressive of sensible objects 
would be first invented. It is likely that terms would next be 

for; to express the various operations of those senses 
by whith the ideas of sensible objects were obtained. As 
the operations of the senses have some resemblance to the 
operations of the intellect, men would naturally borrow the 
words expressive of the operation of the senses, and apply 
them to the operations of the mind. In this way, prim- 
itive words would come to have two significations; the 
one, expressive of sensible, and the other, of intellectual 
ideas. These words, though the same in sound, were very 
different,in their signification, *» When language came to be 

ed, and more minutely examined, those words, which 
+ omg ideas of sense, when used to express intellectual 
ideas, were called metaphors; because these words were 
transformed from their original signification to another, to 
which they had some resemblance. Thus the poverty 
of the language was supplied by the metaphorical use of 
words, and hence the more ancient any language is, the 
fewer words hare and the more paneerone and pe 
are its meta - Accordingly, primitive languages, an 
the rs ago of savage pies which may % classed 
with eee figurative, 
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The old testament was written in Hebrew. Being 
an ancient language, and therefore spoken at a period 
when’mankind ‘were not corrupted by extravagance, nor 
embellished by art; it is simple, but at the same time 
highly figurative and metaphorical. Thus an arrow, in 
that language is called, a son of the bow; n_ when 
threshed, the son of the floor ; 3d s, sons of the burning coal ; 
flame, a tongue of fre ; and a sharp point of a rock, #/e tooth 
of a rock. ‘The thunder is called, the voice of Febovah ; the 
wind, the breath of Fehovah ; and a prophet is called, aman 
of God. Ked wine is styled, the blood of the grape; the 
throat of the wicked, am open sepulchre. Abel’s blood is re- 
presented as crying from the ground toGod. And the manna 
which God sent from heaven, is called, angels’ food. From 
these, and many other instances of bold metaphors, used 
in the scripture, we need not be surprised, nor offended, 
to find God spoken of, as having a body with all its mem- 
bers, senses, passions, and even infirmities such as we haves 
Thus it is said, “ The Lord is a man of war.” Exod. xv. 9s 
“‘ The eyes of the Lord are upon the mghteous, and his cars 
are open to their cry ” Psal. xxxiv.15. His right band and 
his holy arm hath gotten him the victory.” XCViil. I. 
“It repented the Lord that he made man upon the earth, and 
it grieved him at his deart.”” Gen. vi. 6. “God is jealousy 
and the Lord revengeth, and is furious. The Lord will take 
vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his 
enemies. Nah. i. 2, &c. ‘God rested on the seventh day 
from all his work.” Gen. ii, 2. “He that sitteth in the 
heavens shall /augb.”” Psalm ii. 4. “Then the Lord ewak- 
ed as one out of sleep, and like a mighty man that shouteth 
by reason of wine.’’ Psal. Ixxviii. 65. | 

If any person should think from these ex ions, that 
the writers intended them to be understood aseallartee Us. 
he is greatly mistaken. It would also follow, that some of 
the inspired penmen considered God to be a rock, a fortref, 
a buckler, and a high tower ; for David says, “The Lord is 
my ruck, and my fortrefs, and my deliverer ; my God, my 
strength in whom 1 will'trust, my duckler, and the horn of 


- my salvation, and my high tower.” Yea, that they viewed 


. Jehovah as a winged*fowl; for David says again, “ Hide 
p het ist. 8 Wee Bos A> let ae fas 
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24 Symbslical Language. 


me under the shadow of thy wings.’’ Psal. xvii. 8, and Ivii. 


‘By and xei. 1. 


These are metaphors expressive of God, and arise from ne- 
cessity ; for what creature, or what language, could describe 
his nature, existence, or operations? In condescension to 
our weakness. he thus deigns to speak of himself to us, 
while he.also declares that “ God is a spirit.” “ Who can 
by searching find cut God? who can find out the Al- 


mignty to perfection ?”’ 
en, paring learned to convey their ideas to each other 


by sounds to the ear when present, would naturally desire 
to communicate these to others ata distance ; and to trans- 
mit what was important to posterity. ‘This could not be 
done until some method was invented to make expression 
an object of sight. In the first ages, this was done by cer- 
tain figures presented to the eye, and is commonly call- 
ed picture, or hicroglyphical writing. The yptians, the 
Chinese, and other nations, drew pictures of the sensible 
objects they intended to speak of to others. Thus to express 
a horse, a tree, or a man, they drew the pictures of these on 
some permanent substance, that by presenting them to the 
eye, their names might be instantly suggested. The Egyp- 
tians, who are said-to have been the inventors of this mode 
of writing, first abridged it by making some principal part 
of the object to be represented stand for the whole. Thus 
they represented a charioteer, by an arm holding a whip. 
hae. ng further improved this mode of writing, by draw- 
ing the instrument with which any thing was done, to rep- 
resent the thing done. Thus they expressed a battle by 
drawing two hands; the one, holding.a bow, and the other, a 
shield. Sometimes they represented the agent without any 
instrument, to exhibit the quality of the action. ‘Thus a 
judge was expressed by a man without hands, looking down- 
wards; to shew that a judge should not be moved either by 
pityorinterest.. ‘Theyeven improved this mode by making one 
thing, stand for another, where any.analogy could be traced, 
either ‘from nature, expetience, or popular opinion. Thus 
@ senpent, trom. its vigour, spirit, longevity, and other quali- 
ties, was-made the symbol of the divine nature ; a mouse rep- 
resented destruction ; 4 ewild. goat, uncleanness ; a fly, im ep 
an ant, knoqwledge ; a serpent in a circle, the universe ; and the 
variegated spots of the serpent’s «tin, the starz. 
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"by John in the book of Revelation. | 
“| cies of that book, he says, “ Blessed is he sadet 
|. they that hear the words of this prophecy, and’ keep 
— Rpagtreps Seutece oe for the time is at 






i (To be continued. ) 
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BIBLICAL CRITICISM. | , 
biti 1 Q 
Tuat was the true light, which lighteth every 


f 4 hat cometh into as 
was that which, coming into the world, 


‘The agreement of the word senepesren, cometh, i this 









q Or with wavra astewmer, every man. 





avra avBeuner, every man, is evident $ and 
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it Rev. i. 3. To ee ee eS eee 
| hear it $0 as to obey it, and to partake of the blessedness 
i _ promised to such, it is surely of importante - understand 
~ the language in which it is written. Suarnan. 











Sage, is equivocal, as it may be joined either wit h @ i j 
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Memair of Mrs. ‘Pearce. 





, sapere >in. mone ee fact, than to join it to rare 
lgemer. ‘Lo say that the Messiah, by coming’ into the 
world lighteth every man, is no:more than to’say that he 
has, by his coming, rendered the spiritual light of his gos. 

accessible to all-without distinction of nation, or regard 





WE JOIN sgxoxcsvoy, cometh, with wayra arbeumer, every mar, it 
seems to imply, that every individual has actually been en- 
lightened by him ; which does not accord with fact. 
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: vote _ MEMOIR OF MRS. PEARCE, 
‘Widow of the late Mr. Pearce o Birmingham, who died May 
25, 18043 to which are d, Extracts from a few of he 
Letters, written since the death of her husband. 


A SENSATION so strong as that which was felt by 
the religious ptiblic on the death of Mr. Pearce, must 
needs be followed with a desire to know a few particular: 
of the partner of his cares, If the reader does not find that 
extraordinary devotedness to God, and eritiré submission to 
his will, which distinguished him, yet he will perceive in 
her-a strain of genuine piety, and Christian affection: and 
though when reading her lamentations he may think she 
discovered: too much 6f an irreconcilable spirit, yet, consid- 

, ering the loss she had sustained, ‘he will rather bé disposed 

; to pity, than severely to censure her, especially as they im- 

_ phy 80 just an appreciation of departed worth. ; 

.. | Mrs. Pearce was'the daughter of Mr, Joshua Hopkins, 
of Alcester. Slie gvas born in the beginning of the year 
L77%s 
is little 
have discover 
months before her marriage. She was, however, jealous © 
herself, and it became a considerable source of .anxieéty t 

her mind, lest shé should be unfit to bé the wife of such¢ 
_ amanas Mr. P. She was baptized by her husBaad 
29, the same year in which they were married.j, Hier 
ion of*faith before the church in Cannon Streetiis sai 


cd 


ee oo 






“ho account of her early years : but she ts said to 
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The meaning. conveyed by joining Fo Das to 


‘the.eondition of individuals, who believe in him; but if | 


amarried to‘Mr. Péarce in Febraary; 1791. ‘Phere 


d tokens of réligious concern about twelve © 
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Tt has been observed by those who Seed j in Christian con- » 
nexion with her, that she has-from first to last manifested’ 
a strong attachment to evangelical truth. Thetis 

whidsanalentined. the honour of the divine character, abased 

and criminated the sinner, exalted the riches of. free and 





, 2 sovereign and promoted holinefs.in heart and life, 


was her delight. This she took pleasure in hearing, and on 
this would converse with interest and affection. She had 
also a longing desire for the universal.spread of the. gospel 
| The prosperity of the chusch of God feng oe to her heart, 
especially the success of missions 

After the death of her husband,.she igi tion assembled 
her little family, morning and evening, to commit them to 
the care of Heaven, fervently praying for their conversions 
and that they might walk. in the stepsof their honoured 
father. 

She. would sometimes complain of darkness of mind, and 
the want of satisfactory evidence of the reality of her own 
religi ion; buat in general her hope was steady and lively. 

e was a pattern of early and ra at the 

eon of God at.all seasons. Thoug sha leved about a —_ 
© from it, yet no weather, nor little. indispositions of body, 
would prevent her attendance. She loved the habitation of 
his house, and the place where his honour dwelt. She 
esteemed those most who appeared to bear most of the 
image of Christ. It was on this account, as well as from 
natural affection, that she felt so severely the ha eae of her 
dear companion, who was to 4 not only a husband, but a 
friend, an instructor, and a. 

As her last illnefs was such 2 pate as. to render her 

icular 


incapable of conversation, no account can 





| # given of the state of her mind ak 3% the clon of Jife. The 


reader will obtain a taste of her spirit frgm a a few extrac 
letters furnished by the aoe of her, OTTrespor 
® shail give them in the order of. time in which. 
| to have heen written,. which may serve in. 
gshew the progress of her exercises um 
bs cl bereavements.* men 


-_— wit itt are confined to three ocieainliais viz. to, Mirs,, 
«Fy Ww of 






Mrs Franklin of Comme. and. Miss Sprigg of 
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28 Memoir of Mrs. Pearce. 
To Mrs. H. eleven weeks after Mr. P’s death, Dec. 25, 1799. 






















| ——-—— In vain, alas, in vain I seek him whose pre. om 
iF sence gave a zest to évery enjoyment! I wander about the | res 
iq bn one bereft of her better half. I go into the study— | Sd 
i rb ee myfelf, There is the chair he occupied, there are mi 
"1 ference’ bat where, oh where is the owner? | Hy ho 
| come into the parlour—there my tenderest feelings are 9 an 
i awakened by four 1 fatherless children.* The loss of him J tur 

with whom I have been accustomed to go upto the houce 9% the 

of God diminishes, ah, I may say too nently deprives We rev 


me of my enjoyment while there. Ichabod, Ichabod seems [tha 
written upon all my former pleasures ! But let me no longer 
pp a Accs upon a subject too interesting to | ‘ 
feelings ever to be forgotten by me. Nor fal 
io tor arraign that all-wise and benevolent Being, who den 
ag apie re te No, my dear friend, I wish wit! 
love, adore, and praise, though I cannot discover his fot 
or — painful feelings at his dispensations to- J you 








ds me. at I may indeed “ know him” in all his my 
lays, and feel my mind more immediately devoted to him, bel 
and resigned to his will! 1 desire to be thankful I have not the: 
en altogether without those consolations which true reli- wii 
affords.” giv 

Lo Mrs. F. om the death of her youngest child, Samuel. s ind 
July 11, 1800. } tary 


— “ After an illnefs of a few days, it hath pleased few. 
- the great Arbiter of life and death to bereave me of my and 
th ‘boy, aged one year and six months; and thus 
compince me of the uncertainty of all earthly joys, 
, > remembrance my past sorrows. He was in my 
a ion : of the fairest flowers humian nature ever ex- 


’ 
¥ . eed 
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"ited “but “Tegel is dropt at an early period! Yet the (of 
g transplanted into a more salutary clime, S tho 
bloom in everlasting the reflection, mo! 

dived, he had sevalliae ,exposed to in- | and 

sptations, from which, if my life were spared, gio 

} unable to screen him, make me still. : whi 


na paren and I ope a's Chrsian, yer 
with ive sulmeens, bat ber: but her olden Will: 


ical, ae thi Sas hao al lotting 
vr still contunugs. ts 
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resign him: Oh, couid I feel but half the resignation 

i scting the loss of my beloved Pearce | But I cannot. 

| peg bleeds the deep, oe anda return to Bir- 

mingham* is a return to the most po feelings. Iwish 

) however to resign him to the wd se oo and that had 

» an nasi right to take away. still, then, every 

tumultuous Tosti and know that he who has. inflicted 

) these repeated strokes, is Gop; that God whom I: desire to 

_ We reverence under every painful phase see ee being coer, 

, <2 that what I know not now, I 

To the same. Dec. 1800. 


“« My dear children gone to bed—a clean hearth, a cheer- 
ful hie but a dejected mind..... What will have a greater ten- 
» @® dency to dissipate that dejection than to converse a while 
with my dear friend Mrs. F. ?: Yet she miust prepare herself 
for Ezekiel’s roll. You will not wonder at this when I tel 
you, that within the last half hour Thave been comp: 






» | my present evenings with those two years ago, w en My 
» | beloved Pearce and myself were act Resi d t6’ sit to roge- 
t ther, and talk over the events of the past day, and le 


ward to the probable ones of the next; and eke ese 

give the gentle caution where necessary, and direct me when 

® indifficulty. But now, alas, a sad reverse succeeds! A soli- 

g tary fire-place, a necessity of acting alone ; and whatever dif- 

1 9 ficulties arise, there isno one to.direct me. | But God is just ; 

r and let me not repine, though I must needs feel th- change. 

>. | “Why sinks my weak despondi 

. Why. Seine: as heart Pree e Bes ; 


Gan sov: reign goodness be unkind? - 
Am I not safe 1f God be nigh?” 


Oh yes; if: he be nigh, I-want no more! aiceinis 






more sighs, and I trust to arrive where: sighin 
| and parting with those we love, ee iy 
glorious: anticipation | ’Tis this, ’tis this’s rts 

» while steering the tempestuous ocean of wic 01 











1 = Sr gas Sa sabe was Yiearly recovered. . 
| feat you enjoy it, and may it be an “crag com 
? * fort to you ! you! But PecF A ot do as I« well to part 





~ Oby: that. dvar: 
ve au letter c wr tien from: Alcester. me : 
2. 


| thong violent, will be t but short: a few more blastsy/afew> 
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ame Samuel.—how many pangs has it since cost me ! 
sm Econ Peaacs now! But why dol thus 
4in. 2. Oh, my rebellious passions ! Often do I exclaim, 
> ~**¥e that love the Lord indeed, 
ete 8 <i Relbane, ' is it thus with you?” 
inée Isaw you, my heart has been rent with such pas- 
ndesc: ihablejand which I cp oe pon. 
~ tet me k it with unfeigned itude, I have felt 
i dee en a of ° Nechguente, to which ever 
since I lost my beloved’ Pearce, I was before a stranger. 
From ¢omparing my own insignificance with the greatnefs 
of the hand that has visited me, and who, though he smote 
(as i fear) in wrath, yet hath remembered mercy, my 
ie Has bowed to his sovereign will. 1 have also felt that 
of the Lord’s mercies I am not consumed. fhad said, 
‘ty thoughts and actions, ¢ Let all go: there is nothing 
orth keeping !? Why then was I not deprived of every 
ing | ait 4 so. light of what was left ? To what 
have been reduced, had the Lord taken me 
wort d! But oh, cheering thought! He is a God full 
passion, who does not afflict willingly 3; and I believe 
‘see in the end that all that hath befallen me is for 












> Mrs. #H, March 17, 1801. 


“Oh, my friend, my wayward heart still 
cleaves to earth ; and though so often disappointed in look- 
ing for comfort in the creature, when my better reason tells 
me it can only be found in the great Creator, yet still I 
must be trymg again. In the midst of my most sorrowful 
reflections, I am aware that my mercies preponderate ; and 
claim not, okie resignation, but gratitude. I cannot be 



















snes © tha - 1 for the Ratceare which mixes with judg- 
pent 5: of my heart is, Bless the 
Lord, ¢ 200, ag et any of his benefits! Oh, 


could id ald with without an anxious care ! 


How & = Tccievishent>' be.”? 

i oon of er eg Lio, 4 
a a + alreviontl 
oa Wen = My te b= 2 ee many 

feall ope “4 Oh, my dear friend, af ct the 






kof astother bereavement, involves my 
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age P 
has been to me an. 7 
my al food beat has been, pleasing “ihn peeaee a fow years I 
should in a, companion, 0 
that after so many disappointments, J sll be lew 
to the creature? Yet soit is: tight a 
ta one comfort, but I grow insensibly to 
pointed again of this, I am omeeiiel oy peo 
of all below. ae on on absorbed in 
the w venly Father; an times it most 
earnest aed that he would not remove his hastead hand 
till the end is accomplished fer which it\is bid me ;. 
only that he would give me str to endure his But 
surely I must be an S enieabaa ild to need such repeated 
and severe discipline. Pray for me.’” 


To Mrs. H. Sept. 19, 1801. 


—~ “Tt is an mercy that I am in the 
hands of 50 | kind and good a God, who knoweth our frame, 
and remembereth that we are but dust.. Asa father pitieth 
his children, so the Lord pitieth them-that fear him. How 
light and trifling do all our trials appear, when compared 
with the important end they are designed to answer. What 
are the sufferings of the present time, compared with the 
glory that is to be revealed in us ? May we be made willing 
to do and suffer the whole of God’s will, i in order to our 
meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light. L Oh that 
my heart were more in heaven, where I trust my treasure is! 
At times I can say, Do with me, Lord, as thee good;. 
only sanctify thy dealings with me, and bring me forth as 
gold refined from all remaining dross.” 

To. Mrs. F. Oct 12, 1801. 


“No doubt you-have j 
oceasioned by, the sound of aa 
such sensations as on last Sat 
may perhaps recollect that. Sa’ Oct. 5 
memorable day to me! I do net know:that-ey 
day. miog, devoted to prdlonss, My si 














for me, that my heart may be fortified for 
child ; 


$2) Memiir of Mrsi Pearce: 
sire of'staying at home, but did not think it sight to indulge 





by = ep I summoned resolution, and went. While on 
ie eh gage was ppc in’ my ears: every eye 

: beamed ais but my was hung upon the 
Hi bh beers] leon ae ide myself in a corner, 
where no eye could see me. I was, however, considerably 
relieved in the morning, from a sermon by Mr: Giles of 
| Darimouth,. on, “ Our light affliction, which is but:for a 
} momient, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 





weight of glory.” My burden was in some measure re- 
| 1 movied.”’ 
| ' To Mrs. H. Oct. 18, 1801. 

¥ “y have been endeavouring to-day to forget 


| what period of the year it is;. but alas, too faithful memo- 
i ry, ewer ready to recal the hour which put. an end to my 
H 
j 





earthly happiness, still pursues me ! When shall I feel my 
will absorbed in the wil) of God, _ have none but his? I 
want to live above this fading ‘ dyi world, and wonder I 


i pointed me. Oh hew I envy nthdes who have learnt that 
: | useful lesson, deadness to the creature, and life in God.” 


| = ac To Mrs. F. (‘without daie.) 
I} ‘—-—— “A firm persuasion that God directs.all our 
ht Prats ro to silence every murmur, and check every 











t how difficult it is-to restrain our spirits, and subdue 
an to the influence of religion. Ihave indeed found it 
so, and at times still feel it ;- though I desire to be thankful 
> ge more a ee six weeks, ms enabled to 
yield my-elf more entirely to the divinedisposal. A reflec- 
ped on the } i ob portion of happiness I Jave enjoyed, and 
ess'of God to me under my trials, 






le ayn confidence i in 


ituc the hope of ‘his ‘continued aid. 


the loss I have sustain- 
in ‘these regrets. Time, and 






in ‘him at all times, and make him our on- 


i should be so attached to it, w so frequently disap-. 


of impatience in our minds respecting them ; and. 


| have cond fo. quiet my mind, and excited'a degree of 


‘ea elect: May ake. 
and learn our duty and. 
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rely rece with i vas stim 










resignation ; trust 1 do Geel more aatisGed with 
ernment. of God, more convinced that what he: does 
best; that if I had the ment of my own 
they would not have been half so_ well, mo 
there was a Saad ode fee every pain I have felt, and 
every deprivation I have sustained. I feel in some degree 
with the pious Mrs. Rowe, when she said, “If thou wow) d: 
permit me to choose for myself, I would resign the BO 
again to thee. I dread nothing more than the guidance © 
my own bling desires. I at the thougl 
fatal liberty. Avert, gracious God, that miserable ee. 
dom! Thou foreseest pe and at one single ie 
dost look through eternal consequences : therefore do 
determine my circumstances, not to gratify my own 
desires, but to advance thy glory.”-—Such I say, in some 
degree, are my desires. But oh, pray for me, that I may 
be upheld of God. 


* Else, the next cloud that veils my skies 
Drives al! these thoughis away.” 


Tao the fame, (without date.) | 
“Lam se sues fils hadeliieien salen 
can Mande doclane-iliiveiteh sities what God hath done 
for their souls; and my dear Pearce was the instrument 
bringing them out of darkness into marvellous light. ~ Rt 
joice with me that the seed, so long sown, rings w 
Gratitude excites.a desire to agente. Pee | ap 


=" 
way fend, how rich; how 4 ‘is the of 
Fig ng Ali that eye hath seen, or the most 


ae is nothing to the extent of the 
divine goodness. Never shell wi form any adequate con- 
of it till we know as we are known. Tobe 
bike Goa, must surely be the summit of expected 
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34 Lemor of Mrs. Pearce. 


Oh delightful'thought ! It willneverdecay. May a lively. 
and increasing hops in these exalted realities, enable us to 
bear every trial. with patience and fortitude. He who is a 
rock, and whose work is perfect, will accomplish whatever 
concerns. those who put their trust in him.—I could not 
withhold news which has caused such a gleam of jcy as | 
have not experienced for a. long time,.from my dear friend, 
who has taken so large a share of my gloom. Farewell !’’ 


To Miss S. Written from Nottingham, whither she went on ac- 
count of the illness of her eldest son, Sept. 1803. 


~ “ My dear boy has a fever, the symptoms of 
which are alarming. The physician assures me his lungs 
Fe not at cted; but 1 much. fear it will so ter- 
minate, Mr. and Mrs. N, are unbounded in their tenderness 
fd attention. I know not what is before me. Futurity is 
sely hidden from me. God is a sovereign, and has a 
ight to do with me and mine as seemeth good to him. I 
ave long ago in words acknowledged his right ;_ nor will 
Fnow retract, should he remove the delight of my eyes from 
me. No, though he slay me, yet will I trust in him. I 
eel an unbo confidence in him. He will, I am per- 
suaded, do all i well. He has been very gracious to 
me; My. dear William is a very desirable child. I feel all 
the mother yearning over him; yet I have not had the least 
disposition to think hard of God : but have viewed it as the 
eaten hand of a father, es en end from the 
inning, and who doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men. Pray for me, my fe Fiend, that it 
may be sanctified. My love to our friends. I-hope they 
vill not forget us when they bow before the great Physi- 
¢ian:. for as our dear boy says, “ Itis of no use to apply 
to earthly physicians without the help of the great one.” 
Early in the month.of May, 1804, Mrs. Pearce was con- 
sidered by her friends as unwell;. for eight or nine days, 





















either on their part or her own. But about the 


ober inn. 


See 
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however, no apprehensions of danger seem to have been 
ath, the fever increased to such a _— as to bring on. 
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we > ‘ Nov. 21, 1808. 
vie aorta jor wavilens Zion to hear of her 
welfare and pros » I take this opportunity to give you 
a statement of of Prince Immanuel on these 
barren shores. po 

For several jeatcSWhand tees a de phone ai | 
this church, consequen squpanentty the were nial to ex 
als, especially of late; st 
of many ‘will-wax cold. te ls Drmcctie 
peared nothin am wriny most 
of every s of dn dy immorality’: and € 
sors seemed to vot Mie te as -to 
But in the beginnin there apy t 
than usual to the ching of religion, ne" a-number of ‘eau 
were seriously impressed with a sense of their lost and ruin- 
ed conditions hy nature ; three of whom e delivers 
ance from the power of darkness, and were tra 
the kingdom of God’s dear Son. On the 
in May, when commemorating the 
ed Lord, there appeared an | 


minds of the 
pressed with Sige necessity 
repent. 


As I expected tobe he ser a able ais I ook my far 
wel of my brethren, and tators of 


but immediately after 


were some persons under 






















ced me to believe, chateau deat to appear in-his gon 


to build up Zion, 
I enga ed Brother J. ie oe see to Ba) 


and supply t 
my slisieiie. me and Snel ca 


re with him, for his iabours wer 
of Christians | 














ften reproved hardeneth | 
» and that without | 
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Upwards of forty that evening were inquiring, What shal! 
di20' be saved? O it was delightful emplo to point 
them to the Lamb of God! Such a season I never before 





witnessed. From this period the reformation began to 
patient agen gotten 0: tliat it be- 
¢ame indispensably necessary to dev my time to the 


promotion of this precious work. I preached eight or nine 
times in a week, besides visiting and praying from house to 


hose: hf way aks Faced tb we we mess 


Sei oe ‘cults “Lord's day in June three persons were bap- 
tized, and the Lord's day following, nine more. From this 
time I administered baptism every week for nearly four 
months. We may truly say, Jordan’s banks have been 
erowded with willing converts. 
> gad nyt! Cpopehonners om srcher pin 
| by baptism, two by letter, and two 
ore, | ne Aer ore my ordination and had not 
ede aaen. Our present sdenbert is one hundred and 
forty-one. These three things appear to be the means by 
5 se the work was carried on :—the preaching of the word, 








Christians. Several brethren in the ministry visited us dur- 
ing the revival, and almost all of them were blessed in their 
labours 5 particularly that man of God our beloved brother 
J. D. who was mentioned above. 

ee eee oe, rate ei, ween gene 
val in our socjety, and carried with it such irresistible evi- 
idence “that it was of God, that I was almost induced to 
believe the ancient prediction was now fulfilled, ‘that there 
should not adog dare to move his tongue.” Our meetings 
were carried on with the greatest solemnity and decorum ; 
so that there has been little or no outcrying, swooning, &c. 

the work; but the minds of the people were silently, 


af wise und prudent professors in this and the adjacent 
towns, who manifest little tenderness and less religion, have 
many hard things against the work : ban io ie to be 
ondered ‘at, when eine Pcs ministers set the example?! 

fe ha Si one hand much reason to fear that the work 
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administration of the ordinances, and the exhortations of 
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Religious Intelligence. $7 
i nany tokens of divine men A 
erab those who lately joined the church, 


families. © thou kind Shepherd, who eens oe 
eater oe © ae ee into green pastures, and by 
the still waters ! 
There is also a good work going-on in Harwich. Twen- 
-seven have been baptized since the work . Indeed 
de is a ery in these parts, Come over and help us. It 
is believed it would be for the glory of God, and the en- 
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largement of the borders of Zion, if some of the faithful 
servants of Jesus would come oo the joyful u- 
dings of peace on earth and good will to men. , 





In an account which we have received of the safe arri- 
val of Mr. Clay and family at Georgia, it is stated, that 


smece his absence frum Tranquilla, sixty have been baptized. 


by Mr. Screven, and added to the church in that place. 


Messrs. Balfour, Graham and M‘Lea, three inde. 


‘pendent Scotch ministers, respectable for their t s and 







piety, have recently been baptized ; the for: 
of Charlestown, and the two latter by Mr. Williams of Nev 
York. A correspondent informs us, that a few days after 
the baptism of Mr. M‘Lea, twenty-eight more were baptized 
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ee @ greater indisposition towards an improvemen: 
of ‘the sweet magic,” than in our own times; and es. 
pecially on cis-atlantic . shores. With the help of the accu. 
g mulated labours of European pi the scientific 
ft research of a Rousseau and a Nichelman, and the skill in | 

| omposition of a Handel and a Haydn, professors of music 
na ; reasonably be expected to make new advances. Eu. 4% 
»pe » seems to be listening to voluntaries from ~ 
alian Signors and Signoras, and America to be «waiting 
ry the -close. 

As, a familiar acquaintance with the various combinations 
of sound, and with the impressions these usually make on 
the minds of men, if not indispensable to constitute the 
finished orator, must be allowed to be very advantageous [ 
it is.surely detrimental to the best interest of the —@ 
nity to disregard the least efforts of musical genius, |) 
be cdesl not to hold out every inducement to farther cul. 7 
tivation. “Let the lame sit still.” -“Macte nova virtute, “7% 
pher: sic itur ad astra.” ‘ 
Rie music, as it is called, like its'kindred misnomers ~ 

-réligion, is hardly distinguishable from what amateurs || 
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rhaps would term profane. Psalmody and Hymnology 
— of it, on which books have multiplied in injini. 1% 
tur, yet there has been no collection of tunes so generally |7 tha 


BNSASSSe., co moee oe ee 




















; 

: intr@duced into the.places of public worship, as the psalms | @ 

t and hymns. of Watts, to which they have been usually adapt- 

ed. Among the several reasons to be assigned forthis, we gy *s 

: presume one is, that Christians have plainly perceived many | 80"% 
t } tunes to be the — of vanity ; nay, that they have Gig re 
= known but comparatively few that have borne any resem- | 
= blance to that melody in the heart which is of apostolic ree 7 : For 
r | commendation. Another thing conducive to the prevention ~ : 

y ‘a usage, is, that the management Of this paft oi di- | £ 
. 4 pice is seldom éefrto the church. Buta seemingly ae 
able barrier presents itself in the infinite variety which or 
| iromatic and Diatonic scales afford. ‘Yet there is-no we 

‘ less variety in poetry. _ As soon as the churches, therefore, § ~ 

i re as-attentive to their duties as to their privileges, and some 4 


ciat nn hie in whom, as in Watts, are happily 
plainne ion with loftiness of sentiment, 
anpractice Pall eto vogue We do not however 
cate such ac ange. It does not seem desirable to hav< 





a ee ccnipn ofthe docile of Joes baring. ) 
"|. itude for their redemption, ee 
B eves of ac on attracted to Se. ag in 


SF agallery.; we shrink not from o an 
a dose tunes which are easily attained, a at the same tne 
are undeniably good music, suit best the simpli 


§ 1 church, and are consequently most poco a 
Oe cosivenens of the jealous Master of assemblies. > 
| But our present business is not with organs, and fiddles, 
9) and flutes; it is not to enquire whether psaltery, sackbut,. 
7 and dulcimer, may with propriety be introduced into Chris- 
_ © tian churches ; whether men-si and women-si eTs ac- 
__» tually have under the present dispensation been hired into 
ithe service of the Lord; or whether these are not 
rather calculated to distract the minds of worshippers by 


; . forcing upon them the idea that they are engaged in one of- 


Zion’s songs in a strange land: we turn, therefore, from 
the sickening reflection to the task which is assigned us. 


_) _ The general complexion of the wor - before us indicat 
_ |B that the tunes introduced are as far from being calculate, 
for “ the nasal twang of the conventicle,’” as they are re- 
~ mote from the flimsy rant of the theatre, They, are divi- 
' @ided into three sections ; European, Selected American, and 
E ad iginal American. Music: the title Suffolk Selection, is 
© Mherefore not strictly appropriate, 
1% We recognize with pleasure the discrimination that selects 
rom European tunes the compositions of Callcot, K 
ind Burney; but regret that this is not doae so sees: asto 
exclude some of Smith’s. . 
“3 Some of the tunes we perceive are: considerably ferent 
tom those which have usually borne their names ; yet 
Hgpnese be indeed the est copies, they o ught to be gratefully 
Scived. That the Old Hundred be cauiels thus 
posoured admits of adoubt. It would have gratify- 
g to see Martin’s, and a few others which are absent, an 
vhich people have been accustomed to class with the Ol 
sundred, iserted in the present collection ; for Arlington 
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and Walworth, though not under their original names, Ar. 
taxerxes and Stockport, are inly. no disparagement to 
it. The adapted pieces are entitled to attention. We are 
not solicitous to avoid the charge of fastidiousness, if ex- 
posed to it by declaring our aversion from Wesleian para- 
phrases and Wesleian adaptations ; as the apology that “ Sa- 
tan shall not have all the best music” is not considered so 
satisfactory as to justify the practice of doing violence to his 
catalogue of carnal songs and their tunes, unless in such a 
Way as is honorary to ee cause of Christ. Moulines is a 
tune which did belong to Sterne’s Maria in verse. 

There are one hundred and sixty-five tunes in the collec- 
tion : in the first section, eighty-zeven ; in the second, fifty- 
four ; and in the last, twenty-five. It is truly extraordi- 





ary in this age of compilation to find in a work, which has. 


avowedly for one of its objects the cultivation of American 
science, so few original American tunes: a circumstance 
which is by no means unfavourable to its repute. A judi- 
cious regard to the various subjects of praise is also obvious. 
There are two errors into which compilers are exceedingly 


liable to be betrayed: that of choosing such tunes as are 


well adapted to some particular hymns or psalms, instead 
of having respect rather to diversity of subject ; and that of 
éntertaining a greater solicitude to regale the singing choir, 
than to suit the capacity of the saint the most unskilled in 
tusic that may be found in a congregation, Both these, 
We are happy to find, in a good degree are: here avoided. 
But had not the work been professedly for schools as well 
as for societies, the anthem, and some of the tunes, might 
with no disadvantage have been omitted. Our limits Br. 
bid us to make particular references to the several tunes 
which extort this allusion ; it may suffice to say, that those 
bearing the names Kentucky and Consecration, though 
good compositions, are deemed of this class. These, we ap- 
prehend, in puritanical times would have been denominated 
hice, figured, or curious singing ; and, if accounted admissible 
on other occasions, by no means would have been intro- 
duced into the service of the sanctuary. We are not fear- 
ful of being enrolled in the list of sticklers for slow music 
exclusively, while we express our conviction that many 
fugues, and all frequent repeats, are not for the use of edify- 
ing ; and we fhould have been glad to see the assertion that 
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like a. Bacchanalian in-his orgies? According tot 


singing in the cathedral service. We are inclined to believ 
that, partly.through the blind veneration paid to ancient ¢ 
tom, and, partly through the disgustful use of light me 
this frigidity of movement, abhorred by singers in gener 
has in some places too much obtained. That custom ty 
rannizes here, as in other cases, is evinced by the necessity, 
the French were under of forbidding the air called, Renz des 
vaches, to be played among the Swiss troops. in their. se 
vice ; because * it. awakened a recollection of. their na 


country, produced a settled melancholy, and oce 7 lon d fre : 


quent desertion :” not that there was any-extraordinary inter- 
est in the air itself, it was indebted to the association: t : 
Its effect the French termed, /a maladie du pays. | 


ple have the:same standard by which totry the style 0 yo ic 


as they use to try their creeds ; the opinion of the fathers, and 
their own wonted conceptiuns. In the case of creeds, Vy 
the effect produced might not inaptly by way of “istnation 
bear the French name, /a maladie de Rome. We need not con- 
sult authors to learn what is the cause of the present taste of 
- Chinese, who despise our music; our own observation 
s taught us, that wh a person has predetermined not 
be pleased, even the enchanting power of music itself free 
quently 1 incompetent to plenad Vlen 
a 20 music, we conceive, is with some subjects ad: 
ea, even appropriate ; light music, never. W 
revolt the mind of a {Madation more than to be redt 
the dilemma, either to be silent, or to quaver throug 


ject should be the movement. Who goes full speed to tl 
cemetery‘in a funeral procession? or if his err O Te 
joice with those that do rejoice,’” makes choice of the solem 
step and slow? Who would act so absurdly as to | 
Why do we mourn departing, friends to the tune, Revin 


















a2 Review. 


Hope, or, Come let us join our cheerful songs, to Old Wind. Te 
sor? Yet few people would deny that both these tunes are | 
suited to church worfhip. Be 

In respect to the question, By whom shall the singing be 
conducted ? Standing committees of the most judicious and 
well-informed singers of a society, are not, it is presumed, 
the most likely to render this important part of Christian 
‘worship acceptable to the Object of praise: we would beg | 
leave to suggest, that, vere the duty of exhortation fulfilled 
in the herthes of Christ, there would not long remain a de. 
ficit in any of his ordinances ; there would be no need of in. 
‘viting Deists and others, who, though not tuneless, are God. 
tess and Christless, to profane the service of the Lord. What 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel ? Might not the Head of the church 
in reference to the prevailing mode with justice use the soul- 
confounding language: Ye uncircumcised in heart and lips, 
is this harmony ? who hath required it at your hands? The 
‘Lord will cut off the man that doeth this, the master and 
the scholar out of the tabernacles of Jacob, and him that 
offereth an offering unto the Lord of hosts. 

The Rudiments are brief, but full. here is a Metrical 
‘as well as a General Index. Ais is uswal, there are severa! 
hhymns preceding the tunes: “the last of which we thin: 
‘might have been dispensed with. We have no greater an- 
bmi to the mass of Christ, than to Martin’s mass, Mi- 

hael’s mass, or White-Sunday-tide ;. but poems on such sub- 
jects as these we expect to find nigh the Ave Marias in the 
Romish formularies, where we have seen the names of seve- 
- ral tunes found in this collection. Beddome’s beautiful 

hymn, Compassion tune, might be a good substitute for the 

Christmas gift. 

"~ ‘We make no apology for extending our remarks to 2 
~Yength which is Bass" Fh such an occasion, Esteeming 
it of no trifling moment what tunes are admitted into the 


house of the Lord, we could have wished to give the subject 


» pa 


gn attention more proportionate tothe claim. In dismissing 
tlemen who compiled the work we have been considering, 
mill be encouraged to give another edition ere long so im- 
oved as to do still more credit to this not “ untunefu! 
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On a:day when so many are called ‘to wit) 
ity pec Fly interesting to the friends of rm yi 
a tiew ‘imtroduced into the vineyard . 
and “the vows and obli 
when “a relation is to be 
interest of numbers will 
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If all scripture is iven by inspiration, and so pre 
t throughly to furnish the man of God to {very go) 





th Remarks on Mr. Channing’s Sermon 


which I committed to your care, but which your negligence 
has helped to destroy. Depart with them far ftom me in- 
to Everlasting fire.” To this-sentiment it is presumed it 
will not be impertinent to oppose the declaration of the Sa- 
viour, “* My sheep hear my voice,..,.and they follow me, and 
I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
sales her shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” The 
character which Mr. C. terms a “false, heartless minister 
of Jesus Christ,” is: in- the same. chapter styled hireling, 
stranger, &c. ‘lhe testimony of the Good Shepherd who 
laid down his life for the sheep, removes our fears that any 
of the inestimable souls for which his blood was shed, shall 
ever be committed to the care and guidance of deceived min- 
isters, or are*in danger of departing with them into ever- 
lasting fire. 

As a specimen of. the importance which is attached by 
Mr. C. to ministerial zeal and earnestness, may be adduced 
this part of his zddress to the assembly ; “‘ We must be im- 
portunate, or we shall hazard your.best, your eternal inter- 
ests ;. we.shall forfeit our own immortal hopes ; we shall per- 
ish with the blood and execrations of multitudes on our guilty 
heads.” We are not able to discover how these tremen- 
dous consequences are likely to follow the want of zeal and 
importunity, only as the.absence of these is a consequence of 
the want ofthat faith, which works by love and purifies the 
heart, but which is not here stated, nor very clearly implied. 

_ Without pretending to account for it, we only notice the 
fact, that in many modern discourses, as well as this under 
consideration, there.is much more. said of the.servaat than of 
the Mastzr- On reading some of these elegant productions 
one may very innocently exclaim, What think ye of Curis ? 
That a sermon should be delivered on such an occasion, 
which does not. profess to answer this question, is cause 
of serious t. 
It would have been gratifying to find in this discourse 
a description of the character to whom-only the injunction 
in the text would apply; and the peculiar, though un- 

opular doctrines which are. so. strikingly enumerated in the 
mitext, not merely implied, but stated, and enforced, with 

eal whichmo other consideration could inspire. - In fine, 
ted that there would be found. sufficient to es 
character in consistency with the reputed senti- 
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And approve Oct 
and Arminians find nothing to disapprove ?- fo this ahcime 
to preach and publish sermons.on the most solenm aid) im. 
portant ae 2c gh conga yaa 8% hichbr 
ther declare the fall ofman, the Chris: 
the necessary influences of the Holy Ghost in applying%t! 
blessings of the gospel ? © Surely the hearers of Mr. ©! 
ning’s discourse must have experienced different sensati 
from our’s in the readi ro te it, if they were excited to ee 
claim, Great is THR Mystery oF Gonrinsst, Gop wal; _ 
MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. \ re: 
° 


, it 
e a he 
ANECDOTES. . ‘i rth 


We ‘know, says Campbell in his lectures ppl 2 Yo a, | 
History, who they were in antient times rpehay eps i 
one of another, who affected the principal seats — 
BoRnes, and the uppermost rooms at feasts, who loved 
in the markets, and to be called of men, perry 
e know also who it was that expressly prohibited, es 
his disciples, such unbecoming emulation and worldly 
ty, who enjoined them not to seek honour from men, or to 
contend who, in the judgment of men, should be 
but to seek that honour only which cometh from 
know also who it was that made usefulness the s ‘ai 
greatness, and pronounced him to be possessed. of the 
dignity, who is most humble and serviceable; who aml 
courting, is solicitous to- avoid such enviable distinctions. 

} pape of these models the convention: at Trent, and 
eding councils, were formed, I shall leave to the 
peel py Seer: to determine.. I shall conclude this 
lécture with a story, gy rata nos ei ne cs amet in En 
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46 | Anecdotes. 


his labours, he. said, had produced a wonderful change for 
the better. Being asked in what respect, he replied, that when 
he came first among them, they, were a set of unmannerly 
' clowns who paid him no more.deference than did to 
one another ; did not so much as pull off their hat when they 
spoke to him, but bawled out .as roughly and familiarly as 
though he were their equal ; .whereas, now, they never pre- 
sumed to address him, but cap.in hand, and, in a submis. 
sive voice, made. him their best bow when they were at ten 
yards distance, and styled him your reverence, at every word. 
A Quaker. who had heard the whole patiently, made an- 
swer ; * And so, friend, the upshot of this retormation of 
which thou hast so much carnal glorying, is, that thou hast 
taught thy. people to. worship tliyself.” 





Amplicit faith has been sometimes .ludicrously styled fide: 
carbonaria, from the noted story-of..one who, examining an 
ignorant collier on his religious principles, asked him what 
it was he believed: He answered, “1 believe what the 
church believes.” The other‘ rejoined, “ What then doe: 
the church believe ?’ He replied readily, “ The church be- 
lieves what I believe.”” The other desirous, if possible, tc 
pen ing him to particulars, once more resumes his enquiry ; 
«Tell mé then, I pray you,..what it is which you oe the 
church both believe.”” The only answer the collier could 

ive was, “ Why truly, Sir, the church and I both—believe 

he.same thing.” ‘This is implicit faith in perfection, and 
in the estimation of some célebrated doctors, the sum of ne- 
cessary and saving knowledge inaChristian. Campb. Lect 
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| ADDRESS. 
* DEAR is the cause of Zion’s holy King, 
Dear is that love that saints in triumph sing— 
Grace ! ‘tis a theme the heavenly host among, 
Of man, of seraph, the harmonious song ; 
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Tell of the might pro ra with but a frown, — oP 


The matchless love that t a Saviour down. Th 
Say, ye redeem’d, shal! ‘deriding men 
Laugh at the truth, ye must be born again? | Me i 


Shall the bright honours of our God be shorn, 
And tender lambs by sheep-like wolves be torn? 


Shall dumb dogs take their stipend in the dark, ae 
See hell agape, and yet refuse to bark? Mi 

Shall more and more insidious art unfold, Nae 
And we the mighty mischief calm behold ?. ss +f 
Can we without a sigh see reign. oe 


Or shall the swelling sigh arise in vain? - “4 . 


No: though she raise-on high her SOME 
4 “s th’ imposing forms 


igh from the re = she make ra i 






Or fauhion wih human: pride to meet ;_ & 


Sure is the record, deep engrav’d it stands, FE, 
*¢ Lead in the rock?? more than mortal =_— - : 


Zion shall rise triu laced fad ee 
ae het Piet moon serene 3 | ne 
Clear as rice tic vo te cle | 
An heir of joys ** too big to te: 
What scenes are these on dea lan lands that rise, 
And sounds melodious piercing midni skies ? 
Oh ! ‘tis glad tidings, joyful news bro 
Those drear abodes in thickest gloom that lie. 
Lo! the blest heralds 6f Immanuel’s love 3 
Through peril and fatigue they dare to rove; 
Submiss to every want, in every zone ; 
In every — they look to alone; 
Their joy an for misery’s dark abode, 
Aund point the wretched to a pardoning Gor 



















Where pure. Pecaehilence dpm So gs Sbinees Xe 
* A correspondent in the country. 


‘ Heathens at home, the Witngss ¢ 
Spare not an Agag for the well-fed spoil ; 
‘Nay, and yet more, wherever it belong, 
Spare not an error be it old or. young : 


Though Superstition’s ‘crew indibviate storm, 
‘Tear the red robe from MYSTERY’S hated form. 
Yes, and, grace he this shall be our aim, 

“Virtue to cherish ; rers to reclaim ; 
“Warn of the truth, which,none ought to despise : 
"Go teach the nations ; having taught, baptize ; 
Shew to the wicked of whatever name, 
‘His impious ways will end in deathless shame ; 
That dead in sin, th’ avenging thunders roll, 
‘And soon, ah! soon will burst upon his soul ; 
“Unless thy arm, oh Saviour! be made bare, 
To, pluck that soul from an eternal snare. 
; AN EPITAPH. 

__  Boup infidelity, turn pale ! 
-Beneath this stone four i s’ ashes lie : 

Say, are they lost or sav’d ? 
‘If death’s by sin, they sinn’d, because they’re here: 
‘If heaven’s by works, in heaven they-can’t appear. 

Reason, ah! how deprav’d! 
Revere the Bible’s le i the knot’s d: 


They dy’d, for Adam sinn’d ;—they live, for jesus dy’d. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


_ ‘Te'proposition of a ‘nei ministér on the sub- 
fect ofa demesic minientpy lomiiion: been considered. The plan 


“meets our cordial sbation; -aad so far as previous arrangemcnt: 


their becripti and the in- | 
ag subscribers in their neighbourhood. 
‘mal punisliment, was received toa !at¢ 





8, line 6 from snide ter ical ad ple 
‘Page 25, ine 12 from the bottom, for enthrofon read ansbropon. 





